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Robkrt RinowAY, 

Curator of the Depart ment of Birds. 

In his recently published catalogue of the Tracheophoiife,* jiagcs 
llS-121, Dr. P. L. Sclatcr recognizes three species of SittasomuSj as 
follows : 

1. S. erithacus (Licht.), “SE. Brazil, Paraguay, Bolivia, and N. 
Argentina.” (Synonyms, Dendroeohqjtes syliielliis Teinm., and Sitta- 
somus temminckii Less.) 

2. 8.oUvaceus Max., ‘‘S. ]\[cxieo, Central America, and South America 
down to Brazil.” (Synonyms, Sitfasoinus t/riscus Jard., S. amazonus 
Lafr., S. sylvioidcs Lafr., and S. 2 >cctinieaudus Cab. and Dcinc. 

3. S. stictoltnnus Pelz., Amazonia. 

Of these three species the U. S. National IMnscum possesses .speci- 
mens of all but the last, besides numerous examples which can not be 
referred to either S. erithacus or S. oliraeciis. A considerable number 
of additional specimens have been borrowed from the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History, New York City, and the P*oston Society of 
Natural History, including the types of S. oHvaecus Max., and S. ama- 
zonus Lafr., so that altogether a very fair series of the different forms 
has been brought together for comparison. The careful examination 
of this material immediately convinced me that the actual number of 
recognizable forms is at least double that recognized by Dr. Sclater; 
indeed, it is a matter of great surprise to me that forms so strongly 
characterized as S. yriscus Jard., 8. sylrioides Lafr., and an unnamed 
one from western h^cuador could ever have been referred to the species 
into which Dr. Sclater has merged them. Examination of the type 
specimen also shows that S. olii'acrus Max., instead of being one of the 
forms which the distinguished authority’ cited has “lumped'’ under 
that name, is rcallj' referable to 8. rrithacus (Licht.), t and rhat the so- 

“ C;ilalo;iiie ] of the | I’assoiifoniies, ( or | IV'rcliiiig Itinls, | in tlio | collooiion | of 

Iho I hritish Mnsonin. | 1 Tracheoplioint', | or tlic Fainilios | DomlrocoljiiUida', 

I'oriiiicariida', | Conopopliagida', and Pt(.Toi»tocliiila.>. | Hy | Philip I.nlley Sclater. | 
London: | Printed bj* order of tlio Trn.stees, | IS'JO. (Constituting Volnnio xv of 
the “ Calalogno of tho Birds in the British Mnsenin.’’) 

t Mr. J. A. Allen has already made this identitieation (see Bull. Ain. Mns. Nat. 
lIist.,vol. II, No. 3, 16S0, p. ~17), but I was not .aware of it until after the above was 
written. 
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called oUvacens from south westeru Brazil (presumably the same as 
the oue occurriDg' in Bolivia aud uortheru Argeiitiua) is a still different 
form, as is also the form inhabiting the upper Amazon Valley {8. ama- 
zonus Lafr.). I have not been able to inspect any example from any 
part of Colombia, Veueznela, or Guiana, aud can not, therefore, offer 
an opinion as to the affinities of birds from the more northern parts of 
South America. 

The forty-four specimens before me 1 find very easily separable into 
six groups (some, perhaps, of only subspecific rank) by the following 
characters:* 

a^. Throat not spotted. 

hK Pale band across inner webs of remiges very sharply defined, very distinct on 
secondaries as Avell as primaries, and in color distinctly yellowish. 

Tail aud secondaries ciimamou-chestiiiit. 

(V, Under parts olive-yellowish. Hab.: Brazil (Bahia, Rio Janeiro, Sapitiba,t 
Ypauema,"^ etc.) ; ^‘Paraguay;” ‘^Bolivia; N. Argentina 

1. S. er}thacHS (Licbt). 

dK Under parts grayish olive or olive-grayish. 

Back mixed rusty and olive. t 

fK More olivaceous, with much smaller bill; under wing-coverts and 
band across remiges deeper yellowish. Hab.: Interior of southern 
Brazil (Cbapada, Matto-grosso) ; Paraguay? Bolivia? northern Argen- 
tina? 2. S, chajyad^usis Ridgw. 

/*. More grayish, with much larger bill : under wing-coverts and baud 
across remiges paler yellowish. Hab.: Upper Amazons. 

3. S. amazon HS IjSift, 

Back uniform russet-brown, very different from color of top of head. 
Hab.: Costa Rica (and Veragua?) to southern Mexico. 

4, /S'. si/lvioUles Lafr. 

c2. Tail and secondaries clear tawny. Hab. : Western Ecuador (Guayaquil, 

Babahoyo, Cbinibo) 5. /S. aquatorialis Ridgw. 

h- Pale band across inner web of remiges not sharply defined, very indistinct on 
secondaries, and in color wliite, or yellowish white. Hab.: Tobago. 

Trinidad ? Venezuela ? (>. /S. {/riseus Jard. 

a* Throat spotted. Hab. : Upper Amazon 7. /S', stictolamius, Pclz. 

The principal synonymy of these various forms is as follows : 

1. Sittasonuis eritliacus (Licht.). 

])endrocolaptrs erithacus luicur.^ Abli. Akad. Berk, 1820, 259, \A. 1. 

SHiasomus eryfhacus Bonai\, Consp. i, 1850, 209 . — Pelz., Orn. Bras. 1871, 59. 
SUfasomus crUhaens Lafu., Rev. Zook 18.50, 5‘'9. — SCL., Cat. B. Brit. Mus., xv, 
1890, 119. 

Siitasomiis sylvkllns Pk Cok livr. 12, Sept. 27, 1823, pk 72, fig. 1. 

Sltt(t8omns oUvacens Max., Beitr. iii, 1830 (.'), I14G. 

There can be no question that the tyi)e of 8. oUmccus Max. belongs 
to this species, its coloration is a little modified by exposure to the 

* S. sticlohivius Pel/., beiug also included in tlio synoptical tabic to render it more 
nearly coinplcte. 
iFide Pklzeln, Orn. Bras., p. 59. 

t The colors of the rump aud top of liead, respectively. 
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(luMiiji’ a JuouiitxMl si(ocinu*n), tin* i)liima<^c of the lioad, neck, and 
body beinj; coii.sideraldy <lnil<T than in other s|»eciinens of .S', t'rithucu.s, 
thongh considerably inorct yellowish than in any of tin* se\'(Mit<*en ex- 
aini)les of .S'. ch((iK((1c)isi.s, bnl the ]»ah*r nndei- tail coverts, sharper out- 
line of tin* yellowish spot on inin‘r W(*b of the fourth primary, and other 
characters, render the identitication <*ertain. 

2. Sittasoinus cliapadensis Kidf^w. (Sp. nov.) 

1! SiU*tHi)innf< t rithavus ami Sai.v., J’. Z. S. {V22 (J»olivia). — 8cL. and 

Ar^. Oni. I, (SaUa, Ar^. K‘*p). — I5i*:i:n., J. f. (>. 1*^S7, l.‘»2 (^Tara^nay). 

Sittnsonuts olhuicrtis Wnrrr., i*. Z. dl!i (Salla, Ar^. iicp.) l*r.i./., < M*n. Brat?., 

1-'71, .Vd (Kii^onlio d<‘Gaina and H. d(‘ l*;ui, IJrazil). 

Sr. Chau. — M uch less yellowi.sh olive than *S'. erithacns, with l ufoii.s- 
chestnut of wings more extended (spr<*ading over at least tei'ininal half 
of outer webs of primaries), and y<‘llowish spot on inner w(‘b of fourth 
])rimary h‘ss sharply outlined. (Tyjte, No. .‘]3711, Am. 3Ius. Nat. Hist. 
Chajmdo, ^latto (Irosso, Brazil, .^[ay l(», IS8.1, il. II. Smith.) 

3, Sittasoinus aniazonus Lafr. 

SiUn-somHS (imacoun.s KN*\ . Zo«*d. l-'aO. .Vdu. — lM:u/.. <>rn. Uri\>. 1871, .Vd (Horha, 

Barra and 'I’hcotonio, Bra/ih. 

Sittiisonius oUvarritH B. BriL Mns., lid (part)* 

Sr. Chau. — M uch grayer than .s', chapaih usis, the under i)arls being 
(lull olivaceous gray, without the slightest yellowish cast, the top of 
head and hind neck similar, but darker; outer webs of piimaries much 
less rusty, even the outermost secondaries being olivaceous rather than 
rusty; pale band across inner webs of reniiges less yellowish ; bill and 
general dimensions larger. 

4. Sittasoinus sylvioides LalV. 

SittdsoiiiKS ni/lvioiilcfi L.U'’i:., Ui'v. .V.iO ( Mexico). 

SiHaxomiiH pi’elliiicadiis .‘uid ItKixi:. Mii.s. Iteiii. n, Aiij^. *J(i, l-.V, SZ (Mexico). 

iiitlasomux oUnuciix Sci.., Cat. H. I’.rii. Mii.s., x\ , l-OO, 110 (pari). 

This form closely resembles .s'. <()n((zo)iiis in tiu* grayness of its colora- 
tion, Imt is distinguished by smaller size, uniform brown back, and 
much deeper chestnut of wings, tail, and under tail-eoverts. l^ossibly 
Colombian specimens may belong hero. 

5. Sittasoinus Eequatorialis Kiiigw. 

^iUawiniix aiiHizoitiin Itiaiua’SeM and T.\o/.a.v., I’. S, oGO (('himlio, M’. Kciia- 

dor). 

Sr. Chau. — T op of head and bind neck grayisli olive; back, seipm- 
lars, and wlng-eoverts raw umber blown, ratlier de<*per on the scapulars; 
rump, upper t;iil-covcrts. and tail clear tawny, or orange-tawny; second- 
aries similar, but rather duller. Cmh'r ]>arls nnifoini jiale grayisli 
olive, execid under tail covcris. v Inch arc dear oehraceous. (Type, No. 
.T>0712, U. S. Nat. Mus., Guayaipiil, Kciiador, Hr. A. JJestruge. 
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The peculiarly light tawuy-rufous, almost orange-rufous, hue of the 
tail, rump, secondaries, etc., strikingly" different from the deep chestnut * 
or chesnut-rufous color of the same parts in other forms, is the most 
obvious character of this well-marked species or race. i 

6. Sittasomus griseus Jard. ! 

f>ittaso 7 nus {jrlseui^ Jard., Ann. and Mag. N. II., xix, 1847, 82 (Tobago). I 

Sittasomus oUvaceus Scl., Cat. B. Brit. Mns., xv, IrrOO, 119 (part). j 

With the exception of S. stictoUcmns this is the most distinct species 
of the genus, diftering conspicuously from all the other forms in the I 
light olivaceous back and scapulars (concolor with the head and abruptly I 
defined against the tawuy-rufous of the rump), and in the very much | 
restricted pale (white instead of bufify yellowish) band across the inner 
webs of the remiges, this band furthermore becoming nearly obsolete on 
the secondaries, which likewise are without the distinct blackish sub- 
stermiual space. Its characters were accurately and minutely given by 
Jardiue in the description above cited. 

7. Sittasomus stictolaemus I’elz. 

Siitasomus stietohmnts Pelz., Orn. Bras., 1871, 59 (Borba, up. Amazon). — ScL., Cat. B. 

Brit. Mas., xv, 1890, l'>Q. 

This species, which I have not seen, ditfers from all the others in its 
spotted throat. Possibly it is not strictly congeneric with them. 



